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NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 1, 1880. 


AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


WALLACK’S—A Camtp OF ‘raz ‘Bratz. | Matinée. 
MADISON-SQUARE THEATRE—Hazet, mi rig Matineé. 
BOOTH'S THEATRE—OYMBELINE. 

UNION-SQUARE THEATRE—My P ypem Matinée. 
BIJOU OPERA-HOUSE—Aers add, &c.. Matinée, 
HAVERLY’S TRE—Winow Beport. ’ Matinée. 
AN ARnaBlaN NIGHT. Matinée. 
NIBLO'S G. EN—Masropon MuvwsTraets. Matinée. 
STANDARD TRE—Hosaizs, Matinée, 

PARK THEATRE—Josnua Wurrcoms. Matinée. 
PIFTH-AVE.—A Genrieman From NevaDa.. Matinée. 
COMIQUE—MUvLLIGaN GuaRpe’ SuRPRiss, Matinée. 
THE AQUARIUM—Gew. Tom Tuums, &c, :Matinée. 
STEINWAY HALL—At 2:30 P. M.—Piako Reciran. 
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» NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The date printed on the wrapper.of each 
paper denotes the time when the subscription 
expires. 

‘The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, in this region, north to. weat.winds, 
rising barometer, cloudy, followed by clearing, 
weather, falling, possibly followed by higher, 
temperature. 


While Congress is dawdling over the new 
agreement with the Colorado. Utes; . the 


miners and settlers of the region are making |. 


preparations to invade: the reservation. No 
proclamation is to be issued, ’as in the case. 
of the threatened foray upon the Indian Ter- 
titory, but'Gen. Hazen has been’ instructed | 
to do what he can -to. protect the reservation 
from lawless’ invaders, The theory ‘of 
the ‘border men is that. the Indian 
lias no. fights which a white man 
is ‘bound to respect. The theory. of Con- 
gress is that it is better to talk politics than 
to/attend to the affairs of the country. .-Con- 
sequently, while the most loquacious and 
idle Congressever known gabbles incégsantly, 
to’ the neglect of legitimate. business, . the’ 
Utes remain unprovided for, with an. agree- 
mént half-finished, and the Colorado miners 


aré getting ready to provoke another Indian 


war, ' When that war comes, public opinion 
will be divided as to fixing its responsibility 
bn the Interior Department; or ‘‘the fiends’ 
in human form”’ who ‘ate now the ing or 


; tenants of the Ute Reserve. 
(ager eeneeeieeeieerineemenctl 


4 No more useless or ridictlous Licata 


tion was ever ordered by Congress’ than that 
’ {nto the causes which impel colored people 
to ‘migrate from one State to. another.. Yet. 
this’ preposterous attempt to mahufacture 
party capital for the Democracy has cést 
‘atiout $40,000. The hardly less’. barren’ 
inquiry. into the’ system of Treasiry. 
book-keeping has cost from $10,000 to $15,- 
000. The costly luxury ‘of indulging’ the}. 
flemagogties and monomaniacs among the 
uate majority has - resulted: in the .ex- | 
of she contingent fand, end 4 ‘call 





‘Tt isnot at all easy to he how tha aftile le 
to be brought about’ which ‘the Sidlawant | 1 
House - conference. was. called to. provide 
against. It seems that a plan ‘has been ma- 
tuped by which, after the adjournment of the 
Legislature, the chief offices in, the City 


| Government are to be captured by the Ti.’ 


den ‘‘ machine,’’ and. that. in some mysteti- 
ous. ‘way the Republicans are to be’ de- 


prived of their representation’ in the’ 


Bureau of Elections. That is to’ say, 
the-votes of enough Tammany Aldermen 


"}-are to be bought to confifm the. Mayor's 
| nominees, among whom is a Republican 


successor to Police Commissioner WHEELER. 
~As'the Mayor has never made quite ‘so bad a 


} nomination ‘as WHEELER, and as the ‘major- | 
| ity of his selections have been of a decidedly 


higher character than the persons they were 
intended ‘to sftcceed; it would seem as if the 
Republicans had a very simple remedy for 
the’ ‘existing condition. of uncertainty. 
The Mayor has been rather more punctilious 
about the partisan division of City . offices 


0 4 than the majority of the people who elected 


him thought necessary, and he. is - probably. 
quite as ready now as ever he was to appoint 
Republicans to places’ held by members 
of the party. He has certainly never shown 
the slightest . desire to disturb the 
partisan equipoise.in the Police Board; and 
though there can be no possible harm in se- 


curing the possession of ‘two Republican Po- 
‘Nice Gotamissioners ‘by law, it would be. de- 


cidedly more practical to have the Republi- 
cans inthe Board of Aldermen agree to con- 
firm some reputable ~ successor to Mr. 

Weeter, As the Tammany Aldermen 
‘are evidently regarded. by. their allies as in 
the market, perhaps the sooner the notorious 
and apparently useless coalition is abandoned 


the better. \ 
en 


THE DEMOCRATS AND THE ELEC- 
TORAL COUNT: 

The. majority im Congress have finally 
recognized, ‘in’ seeming; the necessity for 
some action regarding the. Hlectoral count, 
but it is only in seeming. ~The difficulties 
which arose in 1876 were mainly due: te 
the fact that the two houses were con- 
trolled respectively . by different’ politi- 
cal parties, | What:.one house. regarded 
as the- proper mode ..of — counting 
was not ,so0. regarded. by. the. other, 
and as there was no ° provision ~in thé 
Constitution and no. existing law which fur- 
nished any means of settling this difference 
authoritatively, a means was invented in the 
Electoral Commission. Since that time the 
difficulties arising from this particular source 
have disappeared. Both houses are now 
controlled by the same -political party. 
There is no danger of any difference of opin- 
ion’ between them.’. Both will do what- 
ever the'sovereign Caucus may ‘prescribe. 

But there‘ are other difficulties not less 
feal, ‘though less obvious, than those én- 
countered in 1876. . They arise from the fact 
‘that there is no tribunal definitively created 
or clothed with authority to-decide which of. 
two certificates, should there be two certifi- 
cates. from any one State, shall be opened 
and the. yotes. counted.. The » Consti- 
tution, ,in Article XIL, after- pro- 
Widing for the meeting 6f Electors, in 
their respective States, for their vote by bal- 
‘Jot, and for the ‘transmission of the certified 
‘Lista of the persons voted. for, and the.num- 
ber of votes for each, ‘* to the seat of . Gov: 
ernment of the United States, directed to the’ 


sf | President of ‘the Senate,”’ ‘proceeds to say: . 


| » dollar. It may occur to, the’ thoughtful. 
veader that orders'for maging ome 


‘The President of the Senate shall, in the 


‘b gal la “1 presence Of -the Senate and House of Repre- 
Bnaanaes promises to ony aval cals) on 


sentatives, open all. the ‘certificates, and’ the 
beep age pas yet erin 
which’ is the only one © relating to 


4} the , case, does — not . PHS agin 
_ | late the poastbtlity 


‘of two certificates each 


Lam ages Be Pagano yy eae 


“amendment oe the Constitution. But 
is 0 that a law passed: by both 


every branch. of the: law-making . power, 
would have much more nearly the authority 
of a distinct constitutional provision than 
@ mere joint rule of the Senate and House of 
Representatives. And this law would 
derive. still greater. force ~ from 
thé . fact ‘that it ~ provided © for 
the strict observance of the decision of each 
State: as expressed by its judicial tribunals. 
The settlement, or assumed settlement, by a 
joint rule would in any case lack the au- 
thority of completed legislation. . The par- 
ticular settlement which has been devised by 
the ‘Democratic caucus’ not only lacks this 
authority, but: it has the fatal weakness of 
claiming for a partisan majérity in Congress 
the right to disregard and overrule the decision 
of State authorities. The scheme is a par- 
tisan:one—as was the, Electoral Commission. 
It is. dangerous; because: it’ puts the - settle- 
ment of the gravest dispute possible under 
our form of government into the hands of 
an irresponsible partisan caucus. . ‘Let us 
hope that. no occasion may arrive for testing 
the patience of the American people with 
such an outrageous usurpation. 
— 

THE PENNSYLVANIA CONVICTS. 

On Monday, April 26, W. H. Kearns, 
CHuanire B. Satter; Ex J. Perrorr; 
dgtem KR. “CrawForp,: and W. -E. Rinse 
BERGER, “having been found: guilty of 
bribery by a Pennsylvania court, ‘were sen: 
tenced to,one year’s confinement. in ‘the 
Penitentiary, to pay a fine of $1,000; and to 
be forever disqualified from holding any office 
of profit or trust under State law. On the Fri- 
day following, these men were pardoned by 
the Board of Pardons of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. In his brief address sentencing 
the, men, Judge Parson said that. their 
offense had not been uncommon,’ but .that 
the. new Constitution of the State had 
stepped in to correct a long-standing abuse 
and to define a crime of which the courts 
‘were bourid to take cognizance. That. is to 
say, it has been. common to. bribe and: cor- 
rupt members of the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture, but ‘imipossible to punish the criminals. 
To. such an. extent. had this species. of 
offense been pushed, that the revisors of the 
fundamental law found it necessary to em- 
body in the new. Constitution a clause ‘pro- 
viding for its severe punishment. Never- 
theless, the first convictfon and sentence 
under that law has been set aside so far as a 
pardon can do this. To be sure, the prison- 
ers have been locked into jail. ‘Their pardon 
cannot obliterate that fact. . ‘They must. pay 
their fines, ‘and ‘until. a special act for their 
relief is passed by the Legislature, they are 
disqualified from holding office. 

A minute from the Board of Pardons says 
that the law provides for simple imprison- 
ment, and ‘that additional conditions, such 
aa solitary confinement and Jabor, are un- 
lawful. The Board of Pardons thus reviews 
the action of the court, not being able to 


await the action of a higher tibunal—the : 


Supreme Court of the State.” It is further 
Géclared in this minute that ‘by com- 
mon law, imprisonment in, the penitentiary 
has’ been. regarded as infamous,” By 
‘thas statement we'are to infer that the penal- 
ty imposed by Judge Pranson is excessive, 

Imprisonment’ in the penitentiary- is infa-; 
mous; bribery of legislators is not infamous... 
Moreover,’ concludes ‘the minute of the 
Board of Pardons, “As these are offenses 
recently made punishable, ‘and the first con- 
victions under a new law, the board recom- 
mends’’.’ the’ pardon of. the offendérs, In 
this the members.of the Board of Pardons 
were y agreed. The convicts were 
represented by counsel. No-one appesred on 
behalf of the State to oppose their pardon, it 
being tacitly agreed upon that there should be | 
no contest. The State Attorney-General not 


or Be po logge na nr. 
= |p fled in behalf of 
L veihasanahiontaraal These greatly-abused: men 


coUtE reall the fines of iio cocrvisti, and an: 
easy-going Legislature remove their disqual- 
ification for office, and these much-alused’ | 
gentlemen will be rehabilitated and made as 
good.as any other Pennsytvatia politician. 
Such:are the prejudices of the: 


always appear as branded convicts. . 





OCC 
OUR SHIPPING INTERESTS. . 


The advance in the rates of ‘ocean freight | 


which took-place last Fall in alarge num- 
ber of the great shipping ports of the world, 
has now been) offset by a decline-which. has 
brought themi@own’ to their fotmer low 
‘level in all ‘bute few East: Indian points, 
where special circumstances have tended to 
temporarily keep them up to the height they 
attained during the months of , November 
and December. But: as an active factor in 
estimating the chances of profitable busi- 
ness, the “sudden and. paying de- 
mand: for merchant. ships has died out : be-: 
fore most. of their owners have had an op- 
portunity to take advantage of it. That 
this decline to.a. low level of rates: is a natu- 
ral one seems highly probable,*from the fact 
that most ship merchants ‘are willing to ad- 


“mit that the recent demand which led. to 


higher prices was caused by anticipations 


that were realized only in part. The fail-' 


ure of the crops ‘throughout Rurope led to 
the belief on all sides that the available 
ocean tonnage would prove insufficient 
to carry all the produce that would have 
to be shipped from various. parts of the 
world to supply the deficiency... But though 
an immense amount of grain has. been .sent 
from this country, little difficulty ‘has been 
experienced in procuring transportation fa- 
cilities, while the skillful manipulation of 
speculators in this City and Chicago has so 
far controlled prices that the grain vessels 


-haye either had to remain idlé or accept 


freights that barely. paid their running ex- 
penses, Add to this tlie fact, that the ton- 
nage requirements in other great routes of 
commerce have been less than usual, and it 
will readily be seen that the anticipations en- 
tertained six months ago were unduly san- 
guine, 

The outlook at the present..time is in no 
way eficouraging. for our Amierican ship 
merchants, ‘The number of them that have 
an interest in ocean steam transportation is 
so small that it is hardly worth our while to 
take their hopes and fears into account, al- 
though in reality their position is not: very 
different from that of the owners of sailing 
tonnage. In spite of bad Jaws and bad. 
trade, the number of these is’ still large, 
while their vessels represent all that is left 
of our American commerce, The question 
which naturally suggests itself is, how. much 
longer will these continue in a business that 
does not seem to possess the elements of 
profit? Itis hard for those-who have. not 
made a study of the subject to understand 


the necessity that exists of a ship-owner 


making more than what in other oceupa- 
tions would. be considered a fair return, if 
he. wishes. to come out ahead . at . the 
end of a series of years. Just what.the 
exact. ratio of: profit .should be, it 
would ‘be almost’ impossible to say, as the 
business is open to'so many contingencies 
that the experience of no two.-owners. is’ 
alike. . Still, in a general way, it. may be 
said that an American owner.must net from 
15 to. 20 per cent. per annum.on. the money 
he has invested. in vessel property, in order 
to have the~ business for a term of years 


shipping intereste is certainly not an encour- 
bene ciincse 


eer eeeememmmenieel 
| PR BAMOAN: DIFFICULTY. . 
‘News from Samoa is very slow in reach- 


Mintaioa L took place, in the latter part of 
laft’ Dectmber; & detailed. account of the 
evelit’has only just been received in this part 
of the:world, 

The Samoan Constitution was adopted by 
an assembly of eminent Samoans, who met 
on board a German: corvette lying: in Sa- 
moan waters. An unusual display of trou- 
sers was made on that occasion, no less than 
threé of the’ members of the constitutional 
adsembly having put on these impressive gar- 
ieeatiy swimming out:to the corvette. 

bly was called to order by oneof the 
German officers; who, through an interpreter, 
explained to the members that the adoption of 
a Constitution was a. little ceremony in the 
nature of grace before nails, and that on its 
conclusion thrée large-sized iron nails would 
be sérved out to each .one, of them, There 
‘was not much discussion as to the provisions 
of the Constitution, partly: because it was 
read in German, and because. its interpreter 
summarily tranélated it as meaning, ‘‘ Now 
you fellows, keep quiet, or you won't get no 
ngils,’’ Having thus laid the foundation of 
a free constitutional momarchy, the assem- 
bly elected one. MAatreros King of Samoa, 
and the promptly crowned him 
with-a Black. silk: hat. Hig Majesty was 
‘wis then saluted with twenty-one guns, dur- 
ing which ceremony the entire . assembly 
jumped. overboard: in’ great terror, ‘and 


the. King had to be:held by four. stout 


sailors. On the restoration of confidence, the 
members of the Assembly returned, received 
their nails; and escorted their monarch, to 
thé beach,’ It is the opinion of Prince Bis- 
MARCK that an abler and better conducted 
‘parliamentary: body néver. assembled, and 
he greatly regrets that. the German Par- 
liament cannot be made.to transact business 
after the quiet and ‘intelligent Samoan meth- 
od: ‘The Kingdom of Samoa being thus es- 
tablished, the King devoted the following day 
to.a grand celebration’ of the event. . The 
German: officers went. on shore to take part 
in the ‘festivities; and were entertained at a 
gorgeous banquet. A review of the Sa- 
moan Army followed,.and it must have been: 


“@most imposing affair.) Six full army corps 


ofone man each defiled: before the King, 
and had’ it not. been’ that. one corps was 
thrown into disorder by undue indulgence in 
beer) under the influence of ’ which : he sat 
down on the point of his bayonet, the spec- 
tacle would have left nothing to be ‘desired. 
At the. conclusion of the ceremonies the King 
presented-each of the Germans. with a hun- 
dred cocoa-nuts and the’ badge of the Order 
of the Straight-tailed Pig. 

It was here that: the difficulty. between 
Samoa and Germany began—a difficulty 


‘which may yet lead to the gravest results: : 


Thé badge of the order in question is ‘*a 


white pane yellow spotted pig with a straight: 


bring him ina return equivalent ‘in other | 4, 


trades to 6 or 7 per cent. There’ is thecon- 
- stant depreciation in the value of the vessel, 
for few ships «are ‘afloat 20 years 
after they are: launched; there is the . 
necessity he ©is wnder, even (when 
he ig instired, of paying one-third of the cost 
of the repairs when the vessel meets with a 
‘partial loss; there is the danger incident to 
aie igh completely in the hands of 
ap agent, for the of achip has al- 
most sbéolute power in the matter of incur- 
| ring indebtedness, and it may be almost im- 


posaible to learn of his misdoings for months; 


and lastly, there is the risk’ that the owner | 


their pigs to theit left breasts. To his great” 


dismay did» nothing of the ‘kind; but 
calmnl. foe 








presser og snc oon As all nature 
shoots into new life and beauty during the month, 
feelings of cheerfulness and delight are so instinct- 


strange to us, for May is now counted as the love 
month, and-it- sounds satirical, though it may be 
true, to say that love matches, as they are "called, 
often turn out ill. The superstition is preserved in 
the French -proverb,’ Woces de Maia; noces de mort. 
The ancient festival :in honor of Flora, among the 
Romians—she corresponded-to the Greek divinity 
Chidriswas commemorated from April 2%to May 
2, and’ was one of the most joyous. of the year. 
Flowers of every kind and in great profusion were 
uséd.at.the Floralia, which were frequently car- 
ried to excess. In this month the feasts of Bona 
Dea, the goddess of chastity, as she has been named, 
‘were held... Just , what she represented is not 
known. She wasthe daughter of Faunus, but very 
mysterious. Het worship was secret, and confined 
so stridtly to. women that men were rot allowed 
even to refer to her. _Hersanctuary was ina cavern 
in the Aventinian Hill, but her rites were celebrated 
in: the dwelling of the Consul who then held the 
fasces. Every masculine thing was banished on the 
occasion, aiid all-male statues were covered. The 
wine drunk was called milk, and it was drank prodi- 
gally.. After’ the sacrifices there were. Bacchic 
dances, and ‘the women, according to JuvENAL, 
‘were lavishly licentious,avhich would indicate that 
the inflnuence'of the goddess was exercised by con- 
trarfes. All the poetry and sweetness of May is 
banished. in this City, where the month is identi- 
fied with the:extreme. prose of moving: For floral 
altars’ .we substitute overloaded vans; for merry 
feasts; subverted households; for dancing youths, 
swearing Milesians; .for sparkling libations, broken 
mirrors and maimed furniture. May in New-York 
is the antipodes of .everything classic, beautiful, or 
desirable: It is the essence of, dissatisfaction, the 
tedious epic of all conceivable discomfort. 
rr 

The Ist of May; or May-day, was a conspicu- 
ous festival, both tn ancient and later times.. 
Among the old Celtic peoples, a feast called. Beltein 
was held on this day, but it does not seem to have 
been connected. with flowers. .The. name comes 
from Beal or Beil, the Celtio deity of light, or sun- 
god; and fin or ing, fire, signifying Beal's fire, and 
belong to the sun and fire-worship common to all 
prominent forms of polytheism. The chief festival 
‘Was commemorated at the beginning of May; but.| 


there appears to haye been a somewhat similiar ob-: 


servance among the Celts at the beginning of No- 
vember—probably 


y handed over thelr pigs to their ser- te 


may be called upon, to the entire ‘extent of it 
his, means, to. pay for damage. canised to | ‘resent.: 
pera agli ie9 ‘The 














tion. of 1 to 2,750... Having made out 

the disease, Président Barwarn, like 
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